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By Andrew Horvat ■ ■■■ -• .. 

■ Special to TS» Washington Pos*'; ; 1 

TOKYO, June 2— A secret agent of 
tbe Lockheed Aircraft Corp. ln Japan 
admitted at histrial today that he.had 
received money from Lockheed but 
.-denied doing-'anytbing to promote 
»ales of tha American company’s 
•• planes.- jy - 

~ . Yoshio Kodama, 68/long lnfluential 
' In the Japanese underworld, admitted 
recelving. about $45,000 a year be» 

1 tween 1958 and 1969, and about $130,- 
; C00 a year slnce. then. . 

; Kodama denied having been re- 
sponsible for. distribution of aome $3 
- million of a Lockheed slusli fund ear- 
; marked for, Japanese politicians and 
th» executiy.es of.a domestic airline.. 
i Former Prime Minister Kakuei Ta*'. 

• »aka and 17 other politicians. and . 
bminessmen have been . indicted on 
charges stemming from the Lockheed 
bribery and • influe^ce•peddli^g;'• scan- 
•• dal. ; ■ 

,r When I slgned my contracts with 
; the Lockheed - Corporation I thought 
I was going to be merely an adviser,’* 
Kodama said in a statement ■ subroit- 
ted to the court. “Besides, everything 
' wa» in Englisb. a language I do not > 
understand.” . • a .-■/ . - v ’ 

Kodama’s/'reiationshlp with Lock- 
heed goe*. back- to j 1938/ when-he la; 
said to _hay,ar .reyérsed a Japanese De« . 

, fense Agency decision to buy Grum- 
; i man 'alrplanes;, Japan • ordered 200 
Lockheed F-104 Starfighters in a sud- 
den decision that caused many ob- 
r servers ta suggest bribery was in- 
L.'volved. 

Kodama^is-'charged'with having 
; evaded $6U- million, in income taxes 
5 between 1972'; and 1973 and having 
obtained $3.8 million in foreign cur- 
, rendes, in violation of Japanese laws, 
' • His court - appearance brought out r 

a large number of his followers, many 
of whom stood in line In the rain to 
obtaln lottery tickets for the draw to 
determin«; whocould enter the court- 
room. /; * 


. One man. practiced karate punches 
and ktcks in. vlew of about 500 spec* 
tators: Young tougbs, wearlng over- 
sized black/Prussian-style cadet uni- 
forms (the accepted dress for appren- 
tice hoodlnms in the Japanese under-i 
. world), waited for the arrival of Ko- 1 
dama’s-- blade 
10 


Kodama appeared in court only 40 ^ 
minutes. He testified that ha was still 
under the effect of the stroke he-.- 
suffered in February,H978, just af ter 
the scandaLbroke. y -ri 

■In today’s afternoon : session; ; tbe ; 
prosecution read an 80-page document 
cxplaining the. charges. and suggesting - 
In strong terms .that. Kodama’* oleas -. 
oif ignorance are part of *■ conspiracy 
of siience. 

According-to the prosecution, when 
J. W. Clutter, an executive of Lock-; 
heed, was aummohed. to appear he-;. 
fore the Senat« subcommitteo- on the 
activities of, multinatlonal corpora- 
tions, he- phoned Taro Fukuda, Ko- 
mada’s interpreter, to wam of the- 
consequences of the hearing. 

The prosecution statement quotes' 
Kodama as saying Feb. 4 , 1976 — on# 
day before tb# Senate’s subcommit- 
tee’s hearings— -‘‘Lockheed should pay 
for its mistakes.. . . they should at 
least pay my taxes.”, ^ ■ v 

The prosecution alleged tbat. Ko- 
dama was to receiv# a commission for: 
'Lockheed TriStars sold. not only to 
Japan’s -All-Nippon Airways but to 
Korean Air Lines, in which Kodama’s- 
frlend KenjiOsano has abares. Osano, - 
owner o£ several . hotels in Hawaii, . 
is also a friend of Tanaka. Osano 
is charged with perjuxy in connec- 
tion with the Lockheed- case. .; 

Kodama allegedly to receive $4 mil- . : 
lion for sales of the flrst- six TriStars 
to the Korean lin# and $120,000 per- 
plan# thereaf ter. ■- 

t His influence in Jåparies#'' politics ~- 
goes back -td-before -World IVar II. _ 
when he ; wasarrested for threats and 
attempted? assassinations- ot Cabinet* 
ministers/Durlhg - th*;£war, ; Kodama-^ 

acted as a procurer of supplie? for 
the air arm of the Japanese imperial 

-Kjadama’s men are ;sald to- have 
used 1 ' opiiim to pay for supplios. At 
the end of the war, bef ore he was - 
arrested as a Class A? war criminaF, 

he handed -over his fortune to the- 

founder of the ruling Liberal Demo- 
er atic. Party..: After being released 
from jail/ Kodama is said to have 
been paid by the CIA to bring out 
tungsten from China. but reportedly 
never delivered the metal, 
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